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Wendy McGuire Coats dedicates her practice solely to appellate 
litigation. She has appeared as attorney of record in over 30 
appellate cases since opening McGuire Coats LLP. Her diverse trial 
counsel and appellate experience covers a wide range of practice 
areas including anti-competitive bidding, asylum, breach of 
contract, civil RICO, civil procedure, construction defect, constitutional law, conspiracy, 
copyright, criminal procedure, embezzlement, fee arbitration, fraud, insurance coverage, 
medical malpractice, negligence, personal injury, Prop. 65, SLAPP suits, shareholder 
derivative actions, statute of limitations defenses, real property, the WARN Act, trademark, 
and wiretapping. 

Trusted Experience 
Ms. Coats honed her talent for legal writing and oral advocacy clerking for the Honorable 
Ronald S.W. Lew of U.S. District Court for the Central District of California and working 
on high-profile federal trials in the Civil Litigation and White Collar Criminal Defense 
practice groups of the international law firm Howrey LLP. Ms. Coats polished her oral 
advocacy skills while training at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts and teaching high 
school English.  

Ms. Coats draws on her unique background to provide clients effective and impressive 
representation before the courts of appeal. She appreciates the persuasive force of tightly 
written legal briefs. When writing on behalf of her clients, she is guided by a single goal: write 
the brief that becomes the majority opinion.  Her deep respect for the nuanced appellate process 
and her keen sense of storytelling bring her clients’ cases to life before the court of appeal 
and make her an exceptional oral advocate.     

Among her most visible outcomes is the recent California Court of Appeals Second 
Appellate District published decision, Spriesterbach v. Holland (2013) 215 Cal.App.4th 255, 
which held that it was error to give a negligence per se instruction based on California 
Vehicle Code sections 21650 and 21650.1, requiring bicyclists travel with the flow of 
adjacent traffic when riding on the sidewalk.  This decision fundamentally changed future 
litigation involving collisions where a cyclist riding on the sidewalk is hit by a vehicle and 
negated a 1993 California Attorney General Opinion that had been incorrectly relied upon 
for decades. 

As in the Spriesterbach decision, Ms. Coats regularly is at the forefront of issues. Before the 
First Appellate District of the California Court of Appeal in In re F.F. 2013 Cal.App.Unpub. 
LEXIS 2324 (Cal. App. 1st Dist. Mar. 28, 2013), Ms. Coats obtained a reversal of the 
dispositional order with the court holding that the interrogation of a 12-year old boy by 
police in his middle school principal’s office violated Miranda. This was one of the first cases 
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in the California courts of appeal to include and evaluate a person’s age when determining 
whether a custodial interrogation occurred.  

Saving her clients both time and money, Ms. Coats works to resolve matters as swiftly as 
possible. Before the First District Court of Appeal in Simmons v. Feng, Case No. A135024, 
Ms. Coats resolved the matter in favor of her client, the respondent, without having to file 
an appellate brief. After a series of motions, the opposing party’s appeal was ultimately 
dismissed and the trial court’s order enforcing the settlement agreement remained intact.  

Selec ted Representat ive  Matters  

Real  Estate ,  Construct ion Defec t  & Mortgage Lending 
Successfully removed plaintiffs’ fraud claims involving predatory lending out of the 
lending organization/debtor’s federal bankruptcy proceeding and ensured client’s right 
to a jury trial in state court  

Represented respondent and obtained dismissal of the appeal challenging the parties’ 
settlement agreement of boundary dispute 

Currently representing client before the California Court of Appeal –First District 
challenging the denial of her right to a jury trial on her construction defect claims 

Personal Injury & Medical  Malpract i c e  
Secured ruling in a case of first impression that client’s conduct did not violate the law 
and therefore could not serve as the basis for a negligence per se instruction.    
Spriesterbach v. Holland, 215 Cal. App. 4th 255 (Cal. App. 2d Dist. 2013) 

Representing client before the California Court of Appeal - Second Appellate District 
involving the Doctrine of Respondeat Superior and the scope of the “going and coming 
rule” when an employee is required to make her personal vehicle available for her 
employer’s benefit at the workplace. 

Contract ,  Corporate & Business -Related Act ions 
Obtained dismissal of federal claims asserted against corporate law firm for WARN Act 
violations and damages in the Northern District of California 

Bankruptcy 
Representing claimant before the Ninth Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appellate Panel 

Const i tut ional  Law, Criminal Procedure & Juveni l e  Law 
Obtained reversal of dispositional order after 12-year old client was not given Miranda 
warnings while in police custody in middle school 

Represented client on appeal before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal following a 
federal bench trial and conviction for conspiracy 

Represented client challenging unconstitutional search and seizure that violated the 
Fourth Amendment 
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Obtained reduction in amount client was ordered to pay pursuant to a restitution order 
before the First Appellate District  

Family Law 
Assisted trial counsel prosecuting violations of restraining order in contempt 
proceedings by drafting successful, pivotal motions to set aside previous order and to 
deny respondent’s defense based on erroneous First Amendment theory   

Amicus Curiae 
Represented amicus curiae Texas Tech University School of Law professor and expert in 
Alzheimer’s and Elder Law in Carolyn Gregory v. Lorraine Cott (2014) 59 Cal.4th 996, in 
which the California Supreme Court determined the scope of the assumption of the risk 
doctrine as it pertained to professional caregivers of Alzheimer’s victims. 

Asylum 
Secured client’s asylum before the Board of Immigration Appeal in Washington D.C., in 
which the BIA affirmed the immigration court’s use of child abuse as a basis for asylum 
relief (pro bono) 

Represented Tunisian asylum seeker before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal based on 
religious persecution (pro bono) 

Secured remand to Immigration Court for additional fact finding from the Ninth Circuit 
Board of Immigration Appeals for a Guatemalan asylum seeker who was persecuted 
during Guatemala’s 36-year long civil war (pro bono) 

Profess ional Aff i l iat ions 
Ms. Coats is a member of the American Bar Association’s Council of Appellate Lawyers 
(CAL) publications committee and regularly contributes to CAL’s publication, Appellate 
Issues. CAL is the only national bench-bar organization devoted to issues of appellate courts 
and practice.  

She is also a member of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Pro Bono Appellate Panel, the 
First District Court of Appeals Appellate Project, and the California Women Lawyers’ 
Amicus Committee.  

Ms. Coats has been elected to the Contra Costa County Bar Association Board of Directors 
for a three-year term beginning in 2015. She has previously served as treasurer of the Contra 
Costa County Bar Association (CCCBA) Women’s Section and is a member of the 
Appellate, Criminal, and Juvenile Sections. In 2013, she launched the CCCBA Women’s 
Section Power Lunches to facilitate professional networking, mentoring, and rainmaking 
opportunities. 

She is also a member of the Robert G. McGrath American Inn of Court. 

Selec ted Publ i cat ions  
The Ninth, a legal blog dedicated to tracking the trends of the country’s biggest and busiest 

circuit court of appeals, March 2010 – to present. 
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Hobby Lobby & The Amici: “You’ve Got a Friend in Me”, Appellate Issues, ABA 
 Council of Appellate Lawyers, Summer 2014 
 
A Conversation with U.S. Solicitor General Donald B. Verrilli, Jr., Appellate Issues, ABA 
 Council of Appellate Lawyers, Winter 2013 
 
A “How To” When Preparing for Multiple Oral Arguments, Appellate Issues, ABA Council of 
 Appellate Lawyers, August 2013. 
 
Making Rain!, Contra Costa Lawyer, Contra Costa County Bar Association, August 2013. 
 
Acting Advice for the Appellate Advocate, Appellate Issues, ABA Council of Appellate 
 Lawyers, Summer 2012. 
 
Book Review: Ross Guberman’s Point Made: How to Write Like the Nation’s Top 
 Advocates, Appellate Issues, ABA Council of Appellate Lawyers, Spring 2012. 
 
Building an Appellate Practice in the 21st Century, Appellate Issues,  
 ABA Council of Appellate Lawyers, Winter 2012. 
 
Tide Turning Against Privilege Waivers for Prosecutors in Corporate Cases,   
 The Los Angeles Daily Journal and The San Francisco Daily Journal: with Jan L. Handzlik,                    
 Nov. 27, 2006 & Nov. 28, 2006, respectively. 
 
Dist inct ions 
Rising Star in Appellate Law - Super Lawyers (Northern California) 2009-2010, 2012-2014 
 
Professor of the Year – San Francisco Law School (Fed. & State Civil Procedure) 2011-2012 
 
Educat ion 
University of Missouri-Columbia, B.S. Education (English), magna cum laude, 1996 
 Mortar Board 
Pepperdine University School of Law, J.D, magna cum laude, 2005 
 Pepperdine Law Review, Editor-in-Chief 
 
Admiss ions 
State Bar of California (2005) 
All California state courts (2005) 
United States Supreme Court (2009) 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit (2006) 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit (2014) 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit - Bankruptcy Appellate Panel (2014) 
United States District Court for the Central District of California (2005) 
United States District Court for the Northern District of California (2008) 
 
 


